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Celebration of Buddha’s Birthday

Sakyamuni Buddha, the founder of Buddhism,
was born on April 8th, 623 B.C.E. in northern India as
Prince Siddhartha. Auspicious signs surrounded the
Prince’s birth, who with one hand pointed towards the
sky and the other towards earth proclaimed: “In heaven
and on earth, I am the Supreme One.” Meaning his last
birth in the human world was for the purpose of becom-
ing the Buddha, the Awakened One, to be the saviour of
all sentient beings.

When we come together to celebrate the
“Buddha’s Day”, we are celebrating the timeless and
universality of Buddha’s teachings. Teachings that
foster compassion and joyfulness, encourage freedom
of thought and recognize the dignity and potential of
the human mind, which are as relevant today as they
were 2,500 years ago. Please come and join us for this
auspicious event on May 16th, 2010.

Taking Advantage of the Good and
Fearing the Evil
- by Venerable Master Hsing Yun

There are both kind and evil people in the
world, just as there are both good and bad deeds. When
kind people do good deeds, others find it easy to take
advantage of them. But when evil people do bad deeds,
they often have the power to subdue others. In reality,
"When one is kind, others take advantage of him, but
the heavens will not. When one is evil, people are
afraid of him, but the heavens are not." There is also a
popular verse that goes, "Good deeds stand tall like a
green pine, while evil deeds bloom like flowers. It
seems the pine is not as brilliant as the flowers. But
when the frost comes, the pine will still stand tall,
while the flowers wither and can be seen no more."

When kind people do good deeds, they may be
harassed and hindered. But, this is only temporary
because the righteous will prevail in the end. When evil
people do bad deeds, some may help and follow them
out of fear. This is also temporary, because when their
acts catch up with them, they will ultimately fail. A
scholar of the Ming Dynasty once said, "Those who do
good are like orchids, you do not see them grow, but bit
by bit, they come to full blossom. Evil can be compared
to a grindstone. When we use a grindstone everyday we
do not see it getting used up, until one day we realize it
has become much smaller." So do we want to be
fragrant orchids or a grindstone?

Sometimes when people do good, they are met
with calamities. And, sometimes when people do evil,
they enjoy fame and fortune. But, "Good begets good
and evil begets evil. It is only a matter of time for the
effect to manifest." From the many examples through
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out history, it is evident that individuals
who commit war crimes subsequently
receive their respective "effect." Consider
the following story:

Once, a vicious person wanted to =
cross a river but he discovered that the bridge
was washed away. He took a large statue of the deity from
the local shrine and stepped on it to go across the water. On
seeing this, a kind person was shocked and shouted,
"What a crime! How could any-one desecrate a statue of
the deity in this manner?" He quickly carried the statue
back to the shrine and honored it by offering flowers, fruit,
and incense. At this point, the statue spoke to the man,
asking him to make a donation. The man retorted, "The evil
man ruined you and you did not blame him. But I saved
you, and you ask me for a donation?"

The statue explained, "Because he is a vicious man,
I don't want to have anything to do with him. You are a
kind person, so of course I will ask you to do kind deeds."

In doing good deeds, we need to fortify ourselves
and have right views. Doing good deeds may appear to be
disadvantageous for us, at least at first, but in the end,
benevolence will triumph. We should not belittle small acts
as being insignificant. There have been numerous examples
where even by saving small animals, they return the favor by
rescuing those humans who once showed them kindness. Do
not worry about getting good results immediately; for be it
good or evil, cause and effect never fails.

Upcoming Events Highlight:
4/04/2010, Sunday 9:30am
QingMing Festival Chanting Service
5/09/2010, Sunday 10:00am
Mother’s Day Daddy Cooking Contest
5/16/2009, Sunday 10:00am
Buddha’s Birthday Celebration
Mother’s Day Carnival Celebration

Hsi Fang Temple Class Schedule
Tuesday 10:00-12:00 Hsi-Fang Buddhism Class
Wednesday 10:00-12:00 Chinese Buddhism Class

(North County)
Thursday 17:30-18:45 English Yoga Class
Friday 19:00-21:00 Chinese Sutra Study
(Every Even Week)
Saturday 14:30-15:30 Children’s Dance Class
(1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday)
Sunday 10:00-12:00 Children Sunday Class
14:30-15:30 English Buddhism Class
15:30-16:30 English Meditation Class
14:00-16:00 Cantonese Buddhism Class




