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Temple Visit

On November 21, 2009
, Hsi Fang Temple hosted a
visit by a group from the Ladle
Fellowship, a cheritable service
program of the First Presby-
terian Church of San Diego.
Ladle Fellowship has been : ‘
helping the homeless and poor in downtown San Diego
since 1983.

The group visiting the temple was led by Allen
Randall, who as accompanied by five Ladle Fellowship
students currently taking a course which explores world
cultures and religions.

They were met by Ven. Yung Chia, Tsung Hsin,
and Carl Ewig. Carl talked with them for an hour and
answered their questions, mainly about the temple and
the basic tenants and practices of Buddhism.

The students had many thoughtful questions
and were sincerely interested in learning about Bud-
dhism and its growth in America.

Reflection of Five Precepts
- by Xi Deng

The majestic temple and venerable assemblage
at the five precepts, brought back the intense memory
of the many masters that have been my good fortune to
study and practice under these past 54 years. All
through outwordly different in external appearance, all
agreed on one common truth, that being “gate, gate,
paragate. parasamgate bodhi savha.”

Beyond the splendor of the temple, beyond the
glistening gold statue of the Buddha in the setting sun,
was the reflection of the perfect jewel glowing in the
hearts of the venerable master Hsing Yun and all those
present whose many years of cultivation and practice
showed most brilliantly.

Smallness Is Not to be Overlooked
- by Venerable Master Hsing Yun

At age twenty-three, in order to pass the time
while standing guard in the wooded hills of Fa Yun
Temple, on the frigid ground in a barren shed, I penned
the book, Singing in Silence. It was an instant hit and,
for my confidence, another impetus. Privately I pledged
to carry on with my literary endeavors so that devotees
would continue to bask in the verve of the Dharma.

At age twenty-five, [ was a teacher of the
Taiwan Buddhist Teaching Group. Between classes, a
colleague, Kuan Kai-tu, volunteered to give me and
Venerable Yanpei lessons in Japanese. It went on for six
months. It was this humble beginning of mine in the
Japanese language that equipped me to take on the
formidable translation of the Japanese Buddhist text
which Venerable Chih Tao later gave me. With
reinforcement from Wang Fa-lien, who came up with
the paper, Venerable Sheng Jui, who came up with the
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funding, Venerable Sheng Yin, who copied
the contents, Venerable Hsin Wu, who
proofread, and Venerable Chu Mo, who
rendered the calligraphy, the tiny volume
of the Discourse on Avalokitesvara’s
Universal Gate Chapter was quickly =
finished and successfully published. This translated Work
from Japanese to Chinese was the culmination of numerous
causes and conditions which, without question, exemplified
the revelation of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva at the Univer-
sal Gate!

At age twenty-seven, in a small room of Lei Yin
Temple and by using the sewing-machine as a makeshift
desk, I authored two major manuscripts: the National Master
Yulin and the Life of Sakyamuni Buddha. The former was
made into a motion picture and a miniseries for television. |
honestly never expected this book to be transformed into
moving pictures for the propagation of the Dharma. Each
word of the second book that I wrote was to me a resonance
with the Buddha and every line, a bonding. Furthermore, the
royalties that I collected from these two texts helped expe-
dite the purchase of properties and the construction of more
temples. The prajna of language in the form of a couple of
books not only sustained wisdom as life, but also opened up
a vast resource for the great cause of the Dharma.

Upcoming Events Highlight:
1/1/2010, Friday

2009 Vigil for Peace Lantern Service
1/2/2010 - 1/3/2010, Saturday & Sunday

Amitabha Buddha Ceremony
1/10/2010, Sunday

2010 Lamp Offering Service
1/31/2010, Sunday 11:30am

BLIA Young Adult Division

Establishment Ceremony
2/13/2010, Saturday 8:30pm

2009 Lunar Year Eve Service
2/13/2010, Saturday 11:00pm

First Incense for 2010 Lunar Year
2/14/2010, Sunday 7:30pm

(1/1/2010 Lunar Year)

Homage to Thousand Buddhas

Hsi Fang Temple Class Schedule
Tuesday 10:00-12:00 Hsi-Fang Buddhism Class
Wednesday 10:00-12:00 Chinese Buddhism Class

(North County)
Thursday 17:30-18:45 English Yoga Class
Friday 19:00-21:00 Chinese Sutra Study
(Every Even Week)
Saturday 14:30-15:30 Children’s Dance Class
(1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday)
Sunday 10:00-12:00 Children Sunday Class
14:30-15:30 English Buddhism Class
15:30-16:30 English Meditation Class
14:00-16:00 Cantonese Buddhism Class
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