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Bishop’s School Visits Hsi-Fang Temple

"On Wednesday, March 31, 2010 about 100
students plus several of their teachers from Bishop's
School in La Jolla visited Hsi Fang Temple. They were

| elementary school students in

9 the 8th grade, with nearly equal
¢ numbers of boys and girls.
: The visit was coordi
. 8 nated by Tsung Hsin and part of

gbf N an educational program led by
The Rev. Mary Katherine Allman, the school Chaplain.
Bishop's School is a private college preparatory school
affiliated with the Episcopal Church.

"The students were met by the venerables and
several of the temple devotees, who welcomed them
and showed them to the Buddha Hall. There Carl Ewig
met them and gave a talk on some topics suggested by
the school about the Buddha, the beginnings of Bud-
dhism, and the significance of the Buddha Hall. In
particular the talk focused on the Four Noble Truths
and the Noble Eightfold Path, as requested by Rev.
Allman who felt this topic, especially as concerns
moral behavior, is important for students of that age.
Also discussed were the “Four Immeasureables”
(loving-kindness, compassion, sympathetic joy, and
equinamity.)

The student asked several thoughtful questions.
Carl also gave some instruction in meditation using
mindfulness of breathe and the students practiced
meditation for several minutes. The school then treated
the devotees and the students with bagels and drinks in
the temple dining room. As always the students were
all very polite, interested, excited, and a joy to meet."

Adopt-A-Park: Balboa Park

In order to promote global warming awareness,
help protect the earth, as well as encouraging young
adults to engage in community service. BLIA San
Diego Youth Group planned the Adopt-A-Park: BalBoa
Ezlrk event prri 3rd.

: Venerable Abbess Yi-Hsuan,
,-f! BLIA San Diego Subchapter
President Chi-Kuo Lee, and BLIA
San Diego Youth Group President
Kevin Huang led 22 Youth Group
members, parents, and volunteers,
a total of 50 people, to participate this event.

Under the guidance of Park Ranger Carole,
BLIA members work diligently to remove weeds, pick
up garbages, and remove dead woods. After 3 hours of
hardwork, BLIA members filled 2 trucks full of wastes
and gave the 4 acres of Old Desert Gardens a renewed
look. Balboa Park staffs praised the great work and
were very impressed with the efficiency of BLIA
members.

(D/igrma

Compassion
- by Venerable Master Hsing Yun

Three brothers, although not mon-
astics, were very devout Buddhists. They ,_
were traveling together to visit different &
Ch'an masters. A=

One day, they stayed with a family of seven
children whose father had just passed away. The next day,
as the three brothers were just about to leave, the youngest
brother told the other two, "You go ahead with your travels.
I've decided to stay."

The two older brothers were not pleased with the
youngest brother's decision and left angrily. It would not
be easy for the widow to bring up seven young children, so
the youngest brother's decision to stay was very helpful.
Later, the widow wanted to marry him, but he said, "Your
husband has just died. It would not be proper for us to get
married so soon. You should remain in mourning for three
years before we discuss marriage."

Three years later, the widow proposed to him again.
He replied, "If I marry you now, | would be disrespectful to
your husband. For three years, let me be in mourning for
him." After another three years, the widow proposed to
him once more. He replied, "For the sake of our future
happiness, let us mourn for your husband together for three
more years before getting married."

Nine years after the husband passed away, the
children had grown up. The youngest brother now felt that
his mission had been fulfilled, and he left the widow to
continue on with his spiritual pursuit.

Although the youngest brother had not received
lessons from a Ch'an master, he nonetheless was practicing
Ch'an by helping the widow and her children. He was not
only able to overcome worldly temptations but can also
transform defilements into purity.

Upcoming Events Highlight:
7/10/2010, Saturday
Community Service - Balboa Park Cleaning
7/31/2010, Saturday
English Buddhism Camp
8/8/2010 - 8/15/2010, All Week
Emperor Liang Repentance Ceremony

Hsi Fang Temple Class Schedule
Tuesday 10:00-12:00 Hsi-Fang Buddhism Class
Wednesday 10:00-12:00 Chinese Buddhism Class

(North County)
17:30-18:45 English Yoga Class
Friday 19:00-21:00 Chinese Sutra Study
(Every Even Week)
Saturday 14:30-15:30 Children’s Dance Class
(1st, 3rd and 5th Saturday)
Sunday 10:00-12:00 Children Sunday Class
14:30-15:30 English Buddhism Class
15:30-16:30 English Meditation Class
14:00-16:00 Cantonese Buddhism Class

* Chinese Sutra Study is cancelled for August and September.



